THE SECOND  FIVE-YEAR PLAN

actually succeeded in this task with those States who harbour no
aggressive designs and are genuinely attached to the upholding
of peace."1

During the whole twenty years, or at any rate since the cessation
of intervention in 1922 and particularly since 1932 (after the com-
pletion of the First Five-Year Plan), the U.S.S.R. has been an
increasingly powerful factor in the preservation of world peace.
This not only by her participation on the side of peace in all world
conferences, etc., but also because of her developing industries
and her mighty defensive forces. Who can doubt that were the
U.S.S.R. weak industrially and were she not prepared militarily to
give as good, and better, to any who might attack her, Fascism
in the East and West would long ago have attacked her and thus
brought about a general conflagration.

1 At a dinner in London, November 24, 1937.
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